
The Ancient Mother Church of Brighton, 
St Nicholas of Myra 
The Presentation of Christ in the Temple (Candlemas), 
1st February 2026 
 

Welcome. St Nicholas’ is the original church of Brightelmston village, and the Ancient Mother Church of 
Brighton: a haven of peace and prayerfulness in the heart of our city.  
We celebrate diversity and believe that God’s unconditional love is for all. Children are very welcome here. 
 
Vicar - During this period of interregnum please contact the Churchwardens, Parish Administrator, or 
relevant member of the PCC with any enquiries. 
 

Churchwarden &    Churchwarden 
Safeguarding Officer  Rachel Chan 
Nigel Nash    justrachelchan@hotmail.co.uk 
nigelnash@me.com    07787 715883 
safeguarding@stnicholasbrighton.org.uk 
07711 671155 
 

Lay Pastoral Minister               Director of Music 
Veronica Thomason             Sarah Axtell 
vjt4@btinternet.com             organist@stnicholasbrighton.org.uk 
01273 205004    
 

Parish Administrator  
parishoffice@stnicholasbrighton.org.uk       
Parking is available at St Paul’s School on St Nicholas’ Road, for the 10.30am Parish Eucharist, from 
8.45a.m. until 1.00pm. If you would like to receive our regular mailing, please contact the Parish Office. 
Follow us online: www.stnicholasbrighton.org.uk / www.facebook.com/StNicsBrighton 
 

Join us on Zoom: Meeting ID: 833 4639 2107 Passcode: 991506 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83346392107?pwd=T2lyRWtab1hHeVNHYjhCK3JLNXZsUT09  

Sunday 1 THE PRESENTATION OF 
CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE 
(CANDLEMAS) 
 

8am Mass (BCP) 
10.30am Parish Eucharist 
 

Monday 2 Feria 6.45-9pm Narcotics Anonymous 
7-9pm Bell Ringers Practise 
 

Tuesday 3 St Anskar 6-7.30pm Gay Men’s Chorus Rehearsal 
Wednesday 4 St Gilbert of Sempringham  2pm Music Recital: Elise Hills, Handel, Schubert, Chopin and 

Liszt on Piano 
3pm Requiem Mass for the dearly departed, followed by tea 
and coffee 
7pm Five Rhythms Meditative Dance 
 

Thursday 5 Feria 5.30pm Mass followed by silent prayer 
Friday 6 Martyrs of Japan  

Saturday 7 Feria 5pm Friends of Saint Nicholas Quiz 
Sunday 8 SECOND SUNDAY 

BEFORE LENT 
 

10.30am Parish Eucharist  
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THE EUCHARIST 
 
Today we travel with Our Lady and the Christ-Child as they go to the Temple at Jerusalem, forty days after 
the Lord’s birth.  
 
The service begins at the church door. As the candles are lit, the cantor and choir sing the canticle Nunc 
Dimittis, the Song of Simeon. 
 
Celebrant: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
People: Amen. 
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
 
The celebrant introduces the liturgy and blesses the candles and people. 
 
Celebrant: Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe. 
You make our darkness to be light. 
For with you is the well of life 
and in your light shall we see light. 
People:  Blessed be God for ever. 
 
Celebrant: Lord God, the springing source of everlasting light, 
pour into the hearts of your faithful people 
the brilliance of your eternal splendour, 
that we, who by these kindling flames 
light up this temple to your glory, 
 
may have the darkness of our souls dispelled, 
and so be counted worthy to stand before you 
in that eternal city where you live and reign, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
People:   Amen. 
 
 
Celebrant: Let us go forth in peace. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
 
During the procession, we sing: 
 
 

Christ whose glory fills the skies, 
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We sing the Kyrie eleison (Lord, have mercy): 
 
Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy. 
 
Christ have mercy. Christ have mercy. Christ have mercy. Christ have mercy. 
 
Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy. 
 
We sing the Gloria in excelsis: 
 
Glory, glory to God, glory to God in the highest. 
peace to his people on earth, peace to his people on earth. 
 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 
Glory, glory to God, glory to God in the highest. 
peace to his people on earth, peace to his people on earth. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
for you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer, receive our prayer, receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory, the glory, the glory of God the Father. 
 
Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
 
The celebrant prays the Collect and we respond: Amen 
 
 
We sit for the Scripture readings. At the end of the reading (Malachi 3.1-5) read by Sharon Baxter we 
respond: Thanks be to God. 
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We remain seated to sing Psalm 24 led by Marion Dunmore. 
 

 
 
Psalm 24  

 1  The earth is the Lord’s and • all • that • fills it,   
the compass of the world and • all • who • dwell • there•in.   

2  For he has founded it up•on • the • seas   
and set it firm upon the • riv•ers • of • the • deep.  

 3  ‘Who shall ascend the • hill of • the • Lord,   
or who can rise • up in • his • hol•y • place?’ 

 4  ‘Those who have clean hands • and a • pure • heart,   
who have not lifted up their soul to an idol, nor • sworn • an • oath to • a • lie; 

5  ‘They shall receive a blessing • from • the • Lord,   
a just reward from the • God • of • their •sal•vation.’  

 6  Such is the company of • those • who • seek him,  
of those who seek your • face, • O • God • of • Jacob. 

7  Lift up your heads, O gates; be lifted up, you ever•last•ing • doors;   
and the King of • glor•y • shall • come • in. 

 8  ‘Who is the • King • of • glory?’   
The Lord, strong and mighty, the • Lord who • is • mighty • in • battle.’ 

 9  Lift up your heads, O gates; be lifted up, you ever•last•ing • doors;   
and the King of • glo•ry • shall • come • in.  

 10  ‘Who is this • King • of • glory?’   

‘The Lord of hosts,  • he • is the • King • of • glory.’  

 

We stand, joining in the acclamation to herald the gospel (Luke 2.22-40). 

Alleluia alleluia alleluia alleluia … Alleluia alleluia alleluia alleluia. 
 
Reader: Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N.  
People: Glory to you, O Lord. 
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At the end: 
Reader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
We sit to hear the homily. 
 
We stand together to declare our faith. 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
We sit or stand for the prayers of intercession, led by Veronica Thomason, and respond: 

Lord, have mercy, Christ, have mercy or: 
Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer or: Lord hear us, Lord, graciously hear us. 
At the end: Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 
We stand for the Peace.  

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People: And also with you.   
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As the Offerings are brought to the altar we stand to sing:  
 

Lord, the light of your love is shining, 
 
We stand as the celebrant says the Prayer over the Offerings and respond: Amen. 
 
We remain standing for the Eucharistic Prayer. 
 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
The celebrant praises God and we sing: 
  
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and God of might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory, Hosanna in the highest.  
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.  
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.  
 
Blessed is he, blessed is he, blessed is he who comes in the name,  
He who comes in the name of the Lord, Hosanna in the highest.  
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.  
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.  

 
The celebrant recalls the Last Supper. 
 
Let us proclaim the myst’ry of faith. 
 
Christ has died: Christ is risen: Christ will come again. 
Christ has died: Christ is risen: Christ will come again. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
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The celebrant continues the prayer and we respond:   
 
Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
People: Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come; thy will be done;  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kingdom,  
the power and the glory, 
For ever and ever. Amen. 
 
As the bread is broken, we sing: 
 
Jesus, Lamb of God, Jesus Lamb of God, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, Lamb of God, Jesus Lamb of God, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, Lamb of God, Jesus Lamb of God, 
you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace; grant us peace. 

 
Celebrant: Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. Blessed are those who 
are called to his supper. 
People: Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 
All who are baptised and normally receive Communion are welcome to do so here. If you prefer to receive a 
blessing, please come forward with this service booklet in your hands. If you are unable to stand, please let a 
Churchwarden or sidesperson know, and Communion will be brought to you.  
 
Communion Anthem: Carol of Atonement – trad. (arr. Greening). 
We remain seated to sing. 

Light of the world, you stepped into the darkness,  
 

We stand for the Post-Communion Prayer and respond: Amen 
 
We sit for notices.  
 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.  
People: And also with you.  
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The celebrant gives the blessing and we respond: Amen.  
 
Celebrant: Go in the peace of Christ. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
We remain standing to sing: 
 

Forth in the peace of Christ we go; 
 

 
All are most welcome to stay after the Eucharist for refreshments. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


