
 The Festival of Music 2015 

Welcome to The Festival of Music 2015. The  

committee has been working hard on your behalf 

and the programme is now confirmed. We look 

forward to welcoming you to St Nicholas’ in 

September.   

Opening Night  - Friday 25th September 

Featuring Louise Cournarie, a young French pianist 

and forte pianist based in London. Louise studied at 

the Guildhall, the Royal Academy and at the 

Toulouse Conservatoire. Her artistic commitment is 

to share a modern vision of baroque and classical 

repertoire by the emotion of a sound, intimate and 

full of humanity. Louise, a prize winner has 

appeared at the Wigmore Hall and at Festivals 

throughout Europe. 

Scarecrow Festival – Saturday 26th September 

Saturday morning is time for some fun for all the family.  

Come and make a scarecrow in the grounds of St 

Nicholas’. 

Scarecrows will be judged at 

the end by Lady Bryson with  

prizes for the winner and 

runners up!  

An interview with 

opera singer and 

international teacher 

Laura Sarti 
MBE FGSM 

Saturday afternoon 26th September 

Laura Sarti, mezzo-soprano, was born in Trieste, 

Northern Italy, where she heard many of the legendary 

singers such as Gigli, Schipa, Gina Cigna and Toti dal 

Monte so that the Bel Canto and Italianate style are, as it 

were, inbred. Moving to Britain after the war she began 

vocal studies with Emmy Heim and Lucy Manen.  

 

Her operatic career began at Glyndebourne where she 

was chosen by Maestro Gui for the role of Berta in a 

production and EMI recording of “The Barber of Seville” 

the cast including Victoria de Los Angeles and Luigi Alva. 

She also sang the role of “Messaggera” in the Erato 

recording of Monteverdi´s “L´Orfeo” which was awarded 

the International Disc Prize. 

 

A Professor and Fellow of the Guildhall School of Music 

and Drama since the 1970´s she has developed an 

international reputation as a teacher and regularly gives 

Master Classes in Britain, France, Switzerland,  

Sweden, Germany and Ireland      
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Laura will be interviewed by John 

Hancorn, Musical Director of the Brighton 

Early Music Festival Singers, Baroque 

Collective Singers, East Sussex Bach 

Choir, and Eastbourne Choral Society 

and co-director of The Baroque 

Collective. 



Saturday night 25th September  

Gala Performance 

As Broadway comes to Brighton our gala 

performance celebrates the music of Broadway. 

Come and enjoy an evening of musical show 

stoppers with a fantastic line up. 

Festival Eucharist 26th September 

Worship is at the heart of all we are and the festival 

is rooted in worship. This year we welcome  Canon 

Tim Schofiled, Precentor of Chichester Cathedral, 

as Preacher at the Festival Eucharist.  

The St Nicholas’ Schola 

Cantorum  return for the 

second year  to sing  at 

the Festival Eucharist.  

This year  performing 

William Lloyd Webber’s 

Missa Sanctae for 

Chorus and Organ. 

Jazz BBQ Sunday afternoon 

The Sussex Jazz Orchestra is a particular favourite  

at St Nicholas’ and so it will be good to welcome 

the orchestra back for our Jazz BBQ. One of 

Brighton’s best kept secrets; The Sussex Jazz 

Orchestra is a 20-piece big band.  So come and 

enjoy the grounds of St Nicholas’ and a delicious 

BBQ too! 

 

Sarah-Jane Dole 

Janet Shell 

Andrew Morris 

Joseph Corbett 

Margaret Marinkovic 

At Evensong we shall 

commemorate the 

800th anniversary of 

the sealing of Magna 

Carta at Runnymede. 

Quarter Peal 

Following the BBQ the bells 

ring out a glorious quarter 

peal across the city calling 
all to Festal Choral 

Evensong sung by Choir of 

St Nicholas and friends.  

Based on a theme of social justice, the liturgy 

speaks of how we live in the world under God’s rule 

and how we shape our own societies  

and communities to be icons of God’s Kingdom. 

As the festival draws to a close for another year we 

invite you to join us for a glass of wine after Evensong. 

For more information visit our website 

www.stnicholasbrighton.org.uk 

 

http://www.stnicholasbrighton.org.uk/


How do we use the money raised? 

The money raised during the Festival goes towards 

two different projects. Firstly, it enables the Choral 

Foundation to support the development of young 

singers with the RSCM Voice for Life Scheme.  

The second project is the maintenance and repair of 

the fabric of Brighton’s ancient Mother Church.  

 

THE ACT OF WORSHIP STANDS AT THE HEART 

OF WHAT WE DO HERE AT ST NICHOLAS’. The 

building in all its splendour and the community in all 

its dedication were founded and sustained to 

achieve a single purpose: lifting every one of us, 

from casual visitor to devout pilgrim, out of our 

earthly preoccupations and bringing us as close as 

possible to God. 

We welcome everyone and strongly encourage you, 

whatever your own beliefs or background, to join us 

by taking a few minutes out of your busy schedule 

to empty yourself of care and reflect on the wonder 

of this beautiful church, whilst listening to some of 

the most exquisite music to be heard anywhere in 

the world. 

Evidence of the spiritual legacy left by our ancestors 

and predecessors here is all but invisible unless you 

actually take the time to attend one of the services.  

We look forward to welcoming you to St Nicholas for 

Festival 2015.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Festival Committee introduced a system of 

Patronage enabling private individuals to become 

involved with the Festival in a variety of ways 

including receiving some discounts over the Festival 

weekend. 

 

Should you wish to join our Patronage scheme 

the benefits are : 

  

• Annual Festival Friends event 

• Priority and advance booking scheme 

• Discounted tickets 

• Gift a ticket scheme 

• Your personal copy of the Festival brochure 

• Acknowledgement in the Festival brochure 

 

Festival Programme in Brief 

 

Thursday 

 

Friends of the Festival Reception 

7.30pm 
 

Friday 

 

Louise Cournarie, Concert Pianist 

7.30pm 

 
Saturday 

 

Scarecrow Festival 

10.00am – 12.00 noon 

 
An interview with Laura Sarti MBE  

Conducted by John Hancorn 

2.00pm 

 
Broadway to Brighton 

Gala Performance 

7.30pm 

 
Sunday 

 

Holy Communion (said) 

8.00am 

 
Festival Eucharist 

10.30am 
 

Jazz BBQ & Sussex Jazz Orchestra 

12.00 Noon 

 
Quarter Peal 

5.00pm 

 
Festival Evensong 

6.00pm 

 
 

 

 

 

Festival Friends  

Priority Booking 

 Opens 14th June 2015 

and  

Closes 28th June 2015 




